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CASE FOR SEARCHING INQUIRY
After having dealt with the "Punjab Nationalist's" charges
against the Akalis, I came upon a letter from, a well-known resi-
dent of Feni in Noakhali district. He has given his full name
and address. He has not asked me to keep his name back from
publication, but I purposely refrain from giving the name as, if
the facts set forth in his letter are true, he is likely to be subjected
to ill treatment for having dared to tell the truth. The letter which
is dated the 16th February reads as follows :
I beg to bring to your notice the present condition of the Feni Sub-
division in the district of Noakhali. Although I am not a non-co-operator,
I have regard for you. Your movement was proclaimed as non-violent.
But the violence of the followers has far exceeded the bearable limit. There
is no peace and order and no respect for the elders. Bad characters of
the villages have a golden opportunity to carry on their professions and
have joined the Volunteer Corps. There is none to check them. The
country is now in the hands of these men. Money is squeezed from the
poor sellers and stall-keepers on every hut1 day. The poor who can ill-
afford to have two meals a day have to give one handful of rice every
morning and evening; otherwise they are molested. The unfortunate
men who are not non-co-operators are subjected to social boycott, attack-
ed with night-soil, house burning, criminal intimidation, assault, pelting
of stones, and the like. There is no freedom of speech for them. I give be-
low instances of violence for your information:
1.    Moulvi Nural Huq, Vakil, High Court, Mr. AH Haider Chau-
dhry, and Babu Jashada Kumar Ghosh were attacked with night-soil,
because  they  stood   as  candidates  for  the  Council.
2.    Munshi   Mahommed Wasil,   and Munshi   Reazuddin   Ahmed,
clerk, Civil Court, were brutally assaulted and insulted in bazar because
they refused to hand over their caps to the volunteers.
3.    Reazuddin- Muushi's Bazar, Peer Buksh Munshi's Bazar, Daroga
Mahommed Ama's Bazar, and many other bazars were forcibly closed
and buyers and sellers were not allowed to meet on the bazar because the
proprietors of these bazars are not non-co-operators.
4.    Local Sub-Divisional Officer and other leading gentlemen were
molested and their motor cars were  forcibly stopped in several places;
stones and dust were thrown at them on many occasions.
5.    House of a village gentleman was set on fire and he was intimida-
ted in other ways because he helped the S.D.Q. and his companion when
his motor car was forcibly stopped.
1 Hat, weekly market in rural areas